
Homily for the fourth Sunday of Advent, December 17, 2022 

Pause for a moment and search your minds for songs which feature the word “dream” in the title. I can come up with 

many of them: “Dream Weaver”, “Working on a dream”, “Dream Lover”, “Dream on”, “Sweet Dreams”, “I’ll see you in 

my dreams”, “All I have to do is dream”. Dreams- a thought or image occurring in a person’s mind during sleep--, are 

mysterious. 

Two of our last century’s great thinkers, Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung, were fascinated by dreams. Freud wrote a 

magisterial book on the subject: “An Interpretation of Dreams”. 

As we learn from Sacred Scripture dreams can be a mystical experience. The mind is illuminated by God. One can’t grasp 

these images with any of our five senses. But they are real nonetheless. 

In today’s gospel (Mt 1:18-25), Joseph, Mary’s betrothed, plays a key role in the story of our salvation. An angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream. 

It is the first of five dreams which Matthew will include in his infancy narratives, account’s of Our Lord’s birth and early 

life. 

What is the angel’s message? Mary will bear a son, the long awaited Messiah, and Joseph, her husband, will be called 

upon to give him the name of Jesus. 

Joseph is the first person in Matthew’s gospel to obey God’s command.  “He did as the Lord commanded him”.  

In the Old Testament Book of Psalms, the poet writes, “Today, if you hear His voice, harden not your hearts” 

To hear a voice is to obey it.  No doubt he felt himself unworthy. 

What is particularly striking about Joseph is his silence. He never utters a word. He remains in the shadows. In Christian 

art, he is usually depicted as sitting on the side or even sound asleep! 

In his reflections on Christmas, author Joseph Kelly muses, “Joseph is a realistic model for us. How many of us are, or will 

be, great figures of the faith.” Joseph was neither a Temple priest nor a scholar of the Law. He was simply A Jew who 

was faithful to God’s law and ready to do his will, without delay, without questions. He was a good spouse, a good 

parent. 

He was not a “celebrity”. Our culture celebrates those who are only faithful to themselves. 

Whiles serving in a Schenectady parish several years ago, I celebrated the funeral mass of a simple, unassuming man 

who was a faithful Catholic. He was not newsworthy and certainly unlikely to appear in the society pages of the local 

newspaper. He went about his business with no fanfare. 

A few years later his tearful daughter approached me following mass, clearly upset. She accused me of belittling her 

deceased father as a “nobody”.  Of course, that was not my intention. 

Consider the figures of Advent”.  Mary identifies herself as “God’s lowly Servant”; 

John the Baptist said of the Messiah, “He must increase, I must decrease”. 

A story about Saint Francis of Assisi comes to mind: 

One night, his friend, Brother Leo, wanted to observe unnoticed how St. Francis prayed, and he saw that the saint 

passed long hours with his face and hands raised towards heaven, repeating over and over: “Who are you, my sweet 

God? Who am I, vile worm and your useless servant?” 

God chose an “everyman” to be the Guardian of the Redeemer. And who among us can claim to be more worthy of Our 

Lord’s than the “righteous man”, Saint Joseph, unpretentious and devout. 


